
The quality of Isti’la (full mouth) is such that when pronounced the major portion of the tongue 
from the back will rise towards the palate.  

The following 7 letters are called 
musta’liya. They are full mouth everytime: 

 ����� ����	
 ��
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 � � � � � � �  

If before the letter ل of الله there is  

a Zabar (Fat’hah) 

����  	�          ����        	�	�	�� � 
	��� 
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a Pesh (Dhammah) 
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a Zer (Kasrah)  

�1�0�2 �3            ����                  �� 

� �4�#
$%&'� � 

The letter ل of الله will be read  
full mouth (puur) 

The letter ل of الله will be read  
empty mouth (baarik) 
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Rules of Alif Maddah: If before it there is a letter 
which has to be read full mouth, then the Alif Maddah 
will be full mouth also. Otherwise, he will be empty 
mouth. 
A. Full mouth example : 

 �1�� 	)0	� ��+
'� 0	� �6��'� 0	7 89�'� 	�0	: 	"	2�  
(;	<=.� 	.����	3�+
 �> 

B. Empty mouth example: 
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The 5 letters in red  ���� ������ (� � � � � ) have the quality of Qalqalh (echoing sound). 

The 7 letters underlined  � � � � � � 	 (
��
� ������ ����) have the quality of Isti’la (full mouth). 

The letter ل of Allah and the  are sometimes read full mouth, sometimes empty mouth ر
according to its rules. 



� 


 

� 

The Alif will be maddah if there is a 
letter before it with a Zabar  
It could be written as a Karaa Zabar 

0	�       	E�	F	G�>    	B0�>     8HG� 
!     89� 	"	� 

The Waaw will be maddah if there is a 
letter before it with a Pesh 
It could be written as a Ultaa Pesh 

�+
�        8I�+
2�+
(	'         J�	B      )
$�K	)      	BJ0	7      )	3 

The Yaa will be maddah if there is a  
letter before it with a Zer 
It could be written as a Karaa Zer  

�L���M�B	.	�           �L��        �          �N'�O�P�2     JJ 

To be stretched 
there shouldn’t be 
any letters saakin 
after the letter  
maddah (in the next 
word). In these ex-
amples, the letters 
maddah won’t be 
read. 

 	�� ��	� 
�#
$%&'� ��+
'0	� �1�� 	) 
�H0	G�A�'� �L�P 

Note: The letter 
mad should be 
stretched for 1 alif 
if you stop on it. 

5 5 
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‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ 

1) If there is one of these : 
• a sukoon ( ◌ْ ) (in the same word) 

• a hamza ( � 
� 	� R�  ) (in the same or the next word) 

after the letter maddah then it has to be stretched 
for long (equivalent of the time between 2½ Alif and 4 
Alif).  

	<
(=.0              
�	S	>�� ��)   �3           �2	� T�� J�R0	O�'�) 

In the Quran, it is usually represented with a ~ or a . 
 
 
2) Otherwise, it should be stretched for the equivalent 
of only 1 Alif. 

�2   J��                    84
!
.U                    �4
K	. )�	B                      	B�+
�	G�>                    8I0     8H 
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Note 1: There are certain word in the Qur’aan in which the Alif is written, but read only when stopping on it. e.g.  1) �A'0��  in Surah Kahaf (Ruku 5). 

2) The word  0	�	�  wherever it appears alone (or with Fa), as in: 0	�	�
�	V�>	� � 0	�	�
#	&��	��	P0	�	0
E�)	�  . But in such word as 	)0	�	��L�!�0	2	�0	�	R�0	K0	�	R , the alif will be always be read. 

Note 2: There are certain word in the Qur’aan in which the Alif is written, but not read at all. e.g. W�#
G��	� in Surah Hashr (Ruku 2), W#�O��	X�'� L	'�� in 

Surah Saffat (Ruku 2), WJ��	�	2�1	� in Surah Naml (Ruku 2), W��+
Y	
�)	� in Surah Taubah (Ruku 7),  W��� L	'�� in Surah Ale Imran (Ruku 17). 

Note 3: There is only one place in the Qur’aan where Imaalah is made: �X	Z�0	[  in Surah Hood (Ruku 4). 
5 



If after a Noon Saakin  ْن 
(in the middle or at the end 
of a word) or after any let-
ter with a Tanween �  �  �   
(the Tanween can only be 
at the end of a word)  
there is one of the  
following letters... 

 
NOTE: The sound of a Noon 
saakin and a Tanween is the 

same.  

  �\	2 =  062 
  �\�7 = �]  
  �\
> =  8@ 

It will be read  
WITH A NASAL SOUND 

It will be read  
WITHOUT NASAL SOUND 

Any of the 6 Huroofe Halqi 

 R)�     (�    �    I     `     a  

Any of this 2 Huroofe 

.      E 

Any of the 4 Huroofe  

3    b   )   c 
exception: 

  0	O��
B�   30	O��
2�    3�	+�����  3�	+���: 

Any of the 15 remaining 
Huroofe: 

  d  e  F  1  B  f  g  h 
@  �  i  �  �  �  � 

The letter Baa 

H 

Izh’haar 

�Z	� �\�4�[� �Z
$�� �#�6,�O�&	�	- 006,�O�A�	,�-	.	� 8/8��O 

Idghaam Taam (Tashdeed without 

Ghunnah)     �Z�' �\ �3
�� 	j�O��/ ]�./	O�
�]  

Idghaam Naaqis (Tashdeed  with 
Ghunnah) 

�Z�) �\/	�	. ]�  �B0	�
Z=M 06M �c�B0	��  k��
��Z 838��O�X 

Qalb (change into م , with Ghunnah) 

�Z	2 �\  ���Y� 	2	��2 �6�  0	,�  �l	Z�+	Mm ]�2	#��	$	X 

Ikhfaa (light nasal sound) 

	�
G�� �#� 
W0�2	V�� L� �O	�	K 8\ 8/	M�.0� �L	nR ]	n��O�$ 
It will be done if after  ْن or tanween 
there is no Huroofe Halqi, no ب and 
no letter with tashdeed  ◌ّ. 

The difference between Ikhfaa and Ghunnah is that Ikhfaa  is a light nasal sound, whereas Ghunnah is 

a deep nasal sound. Also in the Ghunnah of  ّن  the tongue touch the palate, whereas in the Ikhfa the 
tongue raise towards the palate but doesn’t touch it. Their duration are both equivalent to one Alif.  

The ْن will disappear or the 

tanween  �  �  �  will become 

simple Harakat  �  �  �  , then 

the letters will be mixed 
because of the tashdeed. 
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The 5 letters in red  ���� ������ (� � � � � ) have the quality of Qalqalh (echoing sound). 

The 7 letters underlined  � � � � � � 	 (
��
� ������ ����) have the quality of Isti’la (full mouth). 

The letter ل of Allah and the  .are sometimes read full mouth, sometimes empty mouth according to its rules ر



If the ْر is saakin preceded 
by a mutaharik 

If the ْر is saakin  
before it another saakin 
preceded by a mutaharik.  
This rule applies only when 
making waqf (stopping) 

If the ر is mutaharik  
or if the ّر is mushaddad 
then the rules will be in  
accordance with the  

harakaat upon the the ر .  

The letter before ر is a ي 

 8�o�Oo	�          *�      �� �W8�o�M�m	�           *�    '� 	)	�o�O�q * 

The letter before ر is not ي 

'�	)      ���r	Y                      *�                  W )8�oo�A�2 * 

The ر will usually* take  the 
rules according to the harak-
kat of the letter mutaharik 

the ر will be read 
empty mouth. 

the ر will be read full 
mouth. 

a Zabar (Fat’hah) 

	- 	�	b�	n6� ��	.0	�	2� �>�1� � � 
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a Pesh (Dhammah) 

 
. 84
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a Zer (Kasrah)  

�.    8E0	K�    	n  ��  �      	�	)���c % % 

a Zabar (Fat’hah) 

 �.	�	4	!� ��	-8g� '�	)���r	Y * � 

 
� 

a Pesh (Dhammah) 

�1�	) ��oo
>     �        �L�S	'� ��s
� * 

a Zer (Kasrah)  

0	n�.�)      �#
[�        W )8�oo�A�2 * 

*:There are 3 conditions for this  ْر to be empty mouth:    
1) Kasratul-Asli (i.e.permanent) 2) Kasra in the same word 
3) No letters musta’liya after it (only 4 example in the Quran) 



To stop at  
the end of a word: 

YES 

N
O 

YES 

N
O 

Step 2. Look is the last  
letter has a Do Zabar          

on it or not.  

Step 3. If the last letter is not Round Taa and doesn’t have  
a Do Zabar, (i.e. it is a letter other than a Round Taa with Zabar, 
Zer, Pesh or with sukoon or with Do Zer or Do Pesh) then the last 
letter will be read with a sukoon regardless what was on it before. 

�O�$	n�] � �O	�8\ � 
!
.84    �  	.�����+
 �>	3  �  �?0	284 �  �.0	( 8@ �  �� 	)�1  �  
'0	���+  �   	,�20 �  
G��	��#  
�O�$	n��   � �O	��\ � 
!
.�4    �  	.�����+
 �>�3  �  �?0	2�4 �  �.0	(�@  �  �� 	)�1  �  
'0	���+  �   	,�20 �  
G��	��#  

The Round Taa  ة  will become a 
Small Ha  ه  with a sukoon on it. 

	M�)0	�/]� 	O���	)8/  � 	O�7W6/ � 	�	,�O	t��/ 
	M�)0	��J � 	O���	)�J  � 	O�7W�J  � 	�	,�O	t��J 

The Do Zabar    will become a  
simple Zabar followed by an Alif. 

���61 � 0�M	�06Z � �O	��6� � 0	Z6R � 	2	��6� 
���	1 � 0�M	�0	Z � �O	��	� � 0	Z�	R � 	2	��	� � 

Step 1. Look is the last  
letter of the word is a  
Round Taa ة ـة or not.  	 

	 

� 

Note 1: Whenever a 
waqf (stop) is done on 
such a word that its 
last letter is with a 
tashdeed, that letter 
should be prolonged 
between 1½ and 2 of 
itself. 

 

       u4	q	P                    *�\�$�2                * 
=L� ��'�         * 
 

Note 2: Whenever a 
waqf is done on a let-
ter with a tashdeed, 
but also possesses the 
quality of Qalqalh 
then the echoing 
sound should be done  
after a time between 
1½ and 2.  
 

=v	��'	�                  *�9	(	)     * 
=w	��'� 
J��	�  * 
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